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Abstract

Background: BSNT is a working group which operates within a framework provided by the
Virology Association (Thailand) and in networking with the Asia Pacific Biosafety Association
(APBA). The committee group consists of members who are academia, researchers, health care
practitioners, veterinarians, laboratory workers, engineers, regulators working in the field of
infectious agents and biosafety/ biosecurity in Thailand. The objectives of this study are 1) To
promote biosafety and biosecurity knowledge for infectious disease prevention and control by
conducting conferences, workshops and distributing information through various routes 2) To
increase biosafety and biosecurity experts who can provide consultations and opinions on related
issues 3) To create biosafety and biosecurity recommendations and guidelines for Thailand.

Method: BSNT has set up for raising awareness, understanding and commitment to biosafety and
biosecurity in Thailand since 2009. In order to serve the objectives, an annual conference is
scheduled at least once a year.

Results: In 2009, BSNT set up 2 conferences/workshops in collaboration with Thailand — U.S. CDC
Collaboration, Ministry of Public Health. issue was on “Biosafety The first and Biosecurity:
Multiciplinary for Emerging Disease” with emphasis on policy and implementation (18-22 May
2009) and the second issue was on “Biosafety Level 2-enhanced” with the guideline to safely work in
pandemic influenza 2009 HIN1 (27-28 July 2009). In this year 2012, BSNT held 3 conferences and
workshops on “Biosafety in Medical Laboratory”, “Biosafety” and also “Biorisk” with basic
knowledge in biosafety working. Moreover, BSNT developed “Biosafety and Biosecurity Manual”
for Thailand. In addition, BSNT facilitates collaborations among Thais and international biosafety
communities. BSNT is the member of the International Federation of Biosafety Associations (IFBA),
USA. In order to work with high risk microorganism in biosafety laboratory, at least 23 BSL3
including 7 mobile units, 18 BSL2-enhanced and 4 A-BSL (Animal BSL3) have been established in
Thailand. Additionally, 25 committees of Institute Biosafety Control (IBC) have been set up in each

organization.
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Conclusions: BSNT is successful in promote and strengthen biosafety at policy level and practical
levels in Thailand. Moreover, Thailand has realized the importance of increasing awareness for

biosafety and biosecurity. Thus, our BSNT will be developed to be the Biosafety Association

(Thailand), BAT by the year 2012.

Asean Regional Seminar “Enhancing Capacity to Control and Manage Biosafety and Biosecurity- Experience Sharing”, Hanoi, Vietnam,

13-14 December 2012, Oral presentation
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