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FOREWORD

It is my honor to foreword the annual report accounting for 2 years of accomplishment at
AFRIMS. In conjunction with our Thai colleagues, we have accomplished a great deal and set our

sights on new ways ahead for the future.

Importantly, and with great fanfare, we celebrated the relationship and history of working in
Thailand alongside the Thai people, scientists and clinicians. Since 1961, the laboratory now
known as AFRIMS has conducted scientific research benefitting the Thai people and the U.S.
Soldier. The celebration honoring our long and accomplished history was attended by distinguished
visitors such as the U.S. Army Surgeon General, LTG Eric Schoomaker, and the U.S. Ambassador
to Thailand, Ambassador Kristie Kenney, numerous highly accomplished AFRIMS alumni and
our colleagues from throughout South East Asia with whom we have worked. In 2011, we further
strengthened our commitment to our collaboration with a renewed 5-year collaborative agreement
outlining the way ahead for our research and administrative needs. To do so, we successfully increased
the Department of State authorizations to accommodate the needs that modem technology has
afforded us at AFRIMS. With the additional authorizations, additional uniformed scientists will be
available to lead the expanded AFRIMS work force and continue the great work on the infectious

diseases endemic to the region.

Our scientific accomplishments continue to impress upon the scientific community the
importance of investigating malaria, dengue, diarrheal disease, HIV and myriad other infectious
diseases endemic to this region and around the world in tropical climates. The success of the HIV
vaccine trial announced in 2009 inspired numerous additional questions and worldwide collaboration.
In 2011, some headway toward understanding how the HIV vaccine may have afforded a measure of
protective efficacy was announced at the international HIV vaccine conference in Bangkok. The Center
for Strategic and International Studies review of stakeholders and accomplishments led to its report
that AFRIMS' work and strong relationships in Thailand and throughout South East Asia are of great
importance. In field sites throughout Thailand and surrounding countries, AFRIMS staff and host
nation partners have executed clinical trials investigating malaria drug resistance, dengue phase III
vaccine trials and diarrheal disease studies to characterize the impact of malnutrition caused by bacterial

diarrhea.
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Our scientific efforts also depend on the dedicated work of the administrative and support staff
who assure that protocols are all 'dress right dress', and memorandums, budgets and personnel accountability
drills are in keeping with the standards. Documenting each notable event and recording it for historical
perspective, the MA VS team seems to be everywhere at all times snapping photos and making every
event look flawless. Research support and biosurety efforts prepare our scientific protocols, agreements
and laboratories for safe and ethical conduct of our work. We couldn't do our work without them.
The administrative staff who account for budget, logistics and infrastructure excel daily to assure that
needed renovations occur with the right resources and equipment ordered in keeping with Army, DoD

and State Department policies.

Lastly, the floods of late 2011 caused significant damage to the personal property of many of our
Thai staff. The strength and resilience of the Thai people in their response and recovery was amazing,
providing an impressive model for how all should respond to disaster. I was continually impressed with
the day-to-day efforts of our staff, coming to work to protect AFRIMS and all of our assets, even while
many of them had severe problems at home. The people of Thailand with whom we share our collective

interests are a great example for all to emulate. The pages in this annual report are but a snapshot of

amazing Thailand and AFRIMS.

Robert A. Bowden
Colonel, Medical Service Corps
Commander
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