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Foreword

The United States Army Medical Component - Armed Forces Research Institute of
Medical Sciences (USAMC-AFRIMS)

AFRIMS continues to lead the region in relevant medical research from being among the
first to document artemisinin resistant malaria to consistently providing data on influenza outbreaks
in Nepal influencing the make-up of annual influenza vaccines. The impact of Retrovirology’s
Phase Il HIV vaccine trial (RV144) could prove to be even more important than previously thought
as it remains the most advanced vaccine product with other candidate vaccines having recently
failed clinical trials. Other products and studies are just around the corner, including a potentially
pivotal Dengue vaccine study by virology and a major effort by Immunology to further characterize
artemisinin resistance. While Enterics continues surveillance for antimicrobial resistance of enteric
pathogens and molecular characterization of Campylobacter jejuni isolates, they have methodically
blazed the path for candidate Shigella vaccines from WRSd1 candidate vaccine efficacy in
nonhuman primates to starting a challenge model in humans. GEIS generates focused surveillance
missions that have influenced all departments yielding invaluable data on global threats to include
artemisinin and antimicrobial resistance, influenza, zoonotic diseases as well as others.
Entomology and Veterinary Medicine integrate with other departments in projects investigating
dengue and malaria, to include research model development. Both Veterinary Medicine and
Entomology are regional leaders in their own research in zoonotic diseases and vector

transmission, respectively with both offering research tools found nowhere else in the world.

a,xﬂ B

James W. Boles
Colonel, Veterinary Corps
Commander
USAMC-AFRIMS
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