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FOREWORD

During this past year, two emerging diseases had significant impact on the region. A
new disease, severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) was first recognized and several
variants of avian influenza spread among flocks worldwide. These emerging diseases and
other re-emerging infectious diseases generated greater awareness of the interdependence of
all countries and peoples throughout the world.

The Armed Forces Research Institute of Medical Sciences (AFRIMS) continues to work
in Thailand and Southeast Asia on many of the diseases of global importance including dengue,
malaria, diarrhea, hepatitis, and scrub typhus. The final study of a series of studies to evaluate
a malaria rapid diagnostic device was completed in Mae Sot, Thailand. Widespread availability
of accurate and inexpensive diagnosis of malaria will be of great benefit in many areas of the
world. A multi-year efficacy trial of a new vaccine for the prevention of hepatitis E was
completed in Nepal in December 2003. Although the final results are not yet available, the
potential for an effective vaccine to prevent this cause of significant morbidity and maternal
mortality in Asia is most exciting. AFRIMS and Phramongkutklao Medical Center (PMK)
initiated the first trial in Asia of a new dengue vaccine in children in Bangkok. If successful,
additional studies will be conducted in infants possibly leading to future large-scale efficacy
trials of this vaccine at the recently opened Kamphaengphet-AFRIMS-Viral Research Unit
(KAVRU). Dengue fever and the more severe dengue hemorrhagic fever have become a major
problem in many tropical regions including Thailand. AFRIMS is also participating along with
multiple partners in an efficacy trial of an HIV vaccine being conducted by the Ministry of Public
Health. As the world’s largest HIV vaccine trial, Thailand has attracted worldwide attention
and assumed an important role in the struggle against HIV/AIDS. In addition to these product
evaluations, AFRIMS continues basic research and epidemiologic studies to better understand
these and other diseases.

Colonel, Medical Corps
Commanding, USAMC-AFRIMS
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