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FOREWORD

As AFRIMS enters its fortieth year, medical research remains an important issue for
both the US and Thai Armies: Although the dominant infections of military interest
have evolved over the decades, infectious disease casualties still play a large role in
determining how long a military unit can remain effe ive in South East Asia. There
is only one AFRIMS organization that is made up of two components: Royal Thai
Army and US Army. Both of these groups work  closely together to discover the
emerging public health threats 0 t e soldier’s healt and then develop new and better

such as drug-resistant falciparum
is  viruses,. diarrhea - caused by

aquone/proguaml antimalarial drugs In
the current llst vaccmes for HlV/AIDS

dengue, hepatltls E and Shigellosis as
tafenoquine.

Major events marking the year 2000 include the completion of the Veterinary
Medicine Facility upgrade and transfer of command from COL Thomas Brewer to
COL G. Dennis Shanks. Certainly the commitment of AFRIMS to stop infectious
disease casualties in military and civilian populations will continue into this new
millennium as our mission and microbial adversaries continue to evolve.

R4

G. DENNIS SHANKS

Colonel, Medical Corps
Commander/Director, USAMC-AFRIMS
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