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FOREWORD

As the Commander / Scientific Director of the U.S. Army Medical
Component-AFRIMS, I’m pleased to introduce the material contributed by
the efforts and collaboration of the United States and Royal Thai Army
Components of the Armed Forces Research Institute of Medical Sciences
(AFRIMS) and their numerous American and Thai collaborators. AFRIMS
work is focused primarily upon military medical threat diseases; diseases that
include emerging diseases and global surveillance, HIV (the causative agent
of AIDS), malaria, scrub typhus, viral diseases including dengue, hepatitis,
hemorrhagic fevers, as well as the enteric diseases such as bacterial, viral, and
parasitic causes of diarthea. These military disease threats coincide with
disease threats to the population of the tropical world.

The abstracts here represent a cross section of peer-reviewed journal
articles and presentations at meetings in Thailand, Europe, the U.S., and other
locations around the world. This material represents one aspect of the
extremely productive and close Thai/US partnership that has thrived for
nearly 40 years at AFRIMS. Clinical disease threats to the fighting men and
women of the U.S., Thai, and other armies continue to loom as significant
causes of force degradation and will remain as a challenge for the foreseeable
future. Infectious disease threats are now recognized by the U.S. and other
governments as having increasing economic (and therefore strategic, national)
importance.

Advances are cited in several areas including dengue pathogenesis,
malaria vaccine development, malaria drug studies, HIV preventive vaccine
development and identification of new enteric diarrheal diseases. I’'m
confident that our unique bilateral medical research and development
collaboration has an important future.”

e éW

THOMAS G. BREWER, MD, FACP
Colonel, Medical Corps
Commander/Director, USAMC-AFRIMS
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