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OBJECTIVES : 

1, To i d e n t i f y  HAV antibody-free cynomologous monkeys f o r  use i n  HAV 
challenge s tudies .  

2, To determine i f  f r e s h l y  captured cynomologous monkeys have serum 
ant ibodies  t o  h e p a t i t i s  A v i r u s  (HAV). 

3. To determine i f  monkeys i n  c a p t i v i t y  develope subc l in ica l  i n f e c t i o n s  
with HAV. 

BACKGROUND : Previously an appreciable prevalence of serum anti-HAV was found 
i n  primates in  t h e  AFRIMS veter inary  medicine f a c i l i t y  ( I ) ,  e spec ia l ly  among 
cynomologous monkeys. 

In order t o  i d e n t i f y  and secure add i t iona l  antibody f r e e  monkeys f o r  
shipment from USAMRU-KL t o  AFRLMS t o  be used in  challenge s tud ies ,  s e r a  from 
cynomologous monkeys f r e s h l y  captured i n  Malaysia l a t e  1979 were sent  t o  
AFRIMS f o r  screening f o r  HAV. 

METHODS : Serum specimens w e r e  obtained from 98 cynomologous monkeys by 
USAMRU-KL personnel wi th in  30 days of capture by animal d e a l e r s  during t h e  
l a s t  3 months of 1979. Of these  98 animals 28 w e r e  purchased by t h e  KL USAMRU 
lab,  housed in t h e  animal caging f a c i l i t y  in the I n s t i t u t e  of Medical Research 
(IMR), and rebled on 30 May 1980 ( s i x  t o  eight  months a f t e r  t h e  "capture" blood 
specimen). Additional sera were obtained from other  cynomologous monkeys which 
had been held in  c a p t i v i t y  f o r  various periods of time by animal handler L 
(23 monkeys) animal handler C (10 monkeys) o r  a t  the  USAMRU-KL (33 monkeys). 
A l l  s e r a  were screened f o r  anti-HAV undiluted using a commercial blocking 
radioimmunoassay (HAVAB (R). A 1 1  se ra  w e r e  t e s t e d  on t h e  same day, without 
knowledge of t h e  monkeys weight o r  c a p t i v i t y  h i s t o r y ,  
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