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OBJECTIVE : To record t h e  d e t a i l s  of a documented second a t t a c k  of DHF. 

BACKGROUND : A. quest ion regu la r ly  posed by parents  of ch i ld ren  with DHF in 
Bangkok i s  w i l l  t h e i r . c h i l d  be suscep tab le . to  similar a t t a c k s  i n  t h e  fu tu re .  
We record here  a documented case of a second a t t a c k  of DHF i n  a s i n g l e  ch i ld .  

CASE REPORT : The.main . c l i n i c a l  f ea tu res  of t h e  two cases a r e  summarized i n  
Table 1; b o t h . a t t a c k s  w e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  mild (Gr I1 and G r  11-111 respec t ive ly )  
and show few d i f fe rences  in c l i n i c a l  manifestat ions,  A mild rash  w a s  noted  la te  
in t h e  course of t h e  f i r s t  i l l n e s s ;  no rash  o ther  than lpe tech iae  was noted i n  
t h e  second a t t ack ,  

Although v i r u s  i s o l a t i o n s  w e r e  attempted during both i l l n e s s e s ,  no v i r u s e s  
were i so la ted .  The.HAI serologic  r e s u l t s  a r e  summarized i n  Table 2 ; .  t h e  f i r s t  
a t t a c k  shows a d e f i n i t e  four  fo ld  rise t y p i c a l  of a primary response, while i n  
t h e  second a high f ixed t i t e r  is  found, t y p i c a l  of t h e  response seen in f l a v i -  
v i r u s  immune individuals .  The serum from t h e  f i r s t  i l l n e s s  wa@ n o t  a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  t e s t i n g  PablT ant ibodies  a t  t h e  t i m e  of the  second illness; t h e  rap id  rise 
i n  titer aga ins t  D2 during t h e  f i r s t  i l l n e s s  suggests  t h a t  t h i s  may have been 
a D 2  infec t ion.  

However, a s  noted elsewhere i n  t h i s  annual r epor t ,  1979 was almost a pure  
D2 year in Bangkok (53 of 55 i s o l a t e s  w e r e  D2), thus  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  suggest ing 
t h a t  t h e  second- infect ion w a s  a l s o  possibly D2. Without i s o l a t e s  and without  
s e r a  from t h e  f i r s t  a t t a c k ,  t h e  sequence of t h e  type of dengue v i r u s  i n f e c t i o n s  
in t h i s  boy can not  be determined by e x i s t i n g  techniques. 




