
DENGUE IN CENTRAL MALAYSIA: CLINICAL DESCRIPTION OF 

21 ISOLATION DOCUMENTED CASES 

Pr inc ipa l  Inves t iga to r s  : Donald S, Burbe, LTC, MC 
Peter  Saunderp, RAMC 

OBJECTIVE : To descr ibe  the  c l i n i c a l  and laboratory f e a t u r e s  of 21 w e l l  s tu -  
d ied ,  i s o l a t e  proven cases  of acute  dengpe i n  c e n t r a l  Malaysia. 

BACKGROUND and METHODS : IR a study of he e t io logy  of f e v e r  among palm o i l  F and rubber p lan ta t ion  works in c e n t r a l  Mplaysia conducted by t h e  KL-USAMRU, 
twenty-one p a t i e n t s  were i d e n t i f i e d  by AFRIMS, Department of Virology as having 
se ro log ica l ly  and i s o l a t e  proven dengu$ in fec t ions ,  (See o t h e r  sec t ions  of t h i s  
annual repoct ) ,  A s  p a r t  of t h e  KL-USAMRP protocol ,  informatlon regarding t h e  
demographic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  s igns  and symptoms, and rou t ine  labora tory  d a t a  was 
co l l ec ted  and s tored on computer. This data  i s  presented here  in tabular  form. 

RESULTS : Two of t h e  21 p a t i e n t s  were seen i n  January 1977 (one D2, one D3) and 
t h e  o t h e r  19 between September 1b77 and February 1978 (one D2, 18 D3). There 
were no appreciable d i f fe rences  between the  D2 and D3 p a t i e n t s  nor  between t h e  
e a r l y  1977 versus t h e  l a t e  1977-1978 pa t i en t s ,  so a l l  p a t i e n t s  are analyzed in 
one group. 

Demographic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  presented i n  Table 1, 

Symptoms a r e  presented i n  Table 23. The average p a t i e n t  presented on t h e  
four th  (4.3 f 2.4) 'day of symptoms. Other than fever ,  physica l  s igns  w e r e  es- 
s e n t i a l l y  abzent : Three p a t i e n t s  had mild an$ one moderate conjunct ival  i n j  ec- 
t i o n ,  two. had. mild rashes ,  and f i v e  had mild pharyngi t i s .  Jaundice, cyanosis, 
abdominal tenderness,  hep& o o r  splenomegaly , 
abnormal ches t  f ind ings  w e r e  t o t a l l y  lacking. 
+ - 1 .5 '~ .  

Routine labora tory  s t u d i e s  a r e  presented 

lymphadenopathy, meningismus, o r  
The mean temperature was 101.3 

i n  Table 3 ." , 






