
STUDIES ON CANINE BRUCELLOSIS AT THE MILITARY DOG 

CENTER IN PAK CHONG 

Principal  Invest igators  : Robert R. Graham, CPT, VC 
Richard E. Whitmire, LTC, VC 
Pranee Hansukjariya, B. Sc. 

OBJECTIVE : Canine bruce l los i s  is  caused by BruceZZa canis  which has  been 
found t o  be the  cause of many abortions and drops i n  conception r a t e s  i n  canine 
colonies in  t he  United States.  Over t h e  past  few years  t he  Mil i tary  Dog Center 
a t  Pak Chong has been having many reproductive problems i n  t h e i r  breeding colony 
which a r e  suggestive of brucel los is .  

The object ives  of t h i s  study a r e  a s  follows : 

1. To determine i f ~ n 3 n e ? b r u c e l l o s i s  i s  present in  the  colony. 

2. To do semen evaluation on t he  m a l e  breeders t o  determine t e s t i c u l a r  
damage from the  brucel la  organism. 

3.  .To evaluate various therapeutic regimens t o  decrease the  l o s s  of re- 
productive performance due t o  the  organism. 

PROGRESS : One hundred and seventy e ight  canines have been bled a t  Pak Chong. 
Of these,  t h i r t y  animals were from the  breeding colony. The serum from the  
breeding animals showed t h a t  &luoeZZa can is f i sprssen t  in t he  breeding colony. 
The breediug males w i l l  be evaluated t h i s  f a l l  t o  determine the degree of semen 
abnormalities and t e s t i c u l a r  damage. Variouv a n t i b i o t i c  regimens are being d i s -  
cussed and t h e  f i n a l  choices w i l l  depend on cost  and ava i lab i l i ty .  

FUTURE OBJECTIVES : Since canine b ruce l los i s  is  almost impossible t o  e l imina te  
from breeding colonies, t he  study w i l l  be s h i f t e d  t o  determining i f  a n t i b i o t i c  
therapy w i l l  be e f f ec t i ve  in  reducing losses  in production t o  an acceptable 
level .  


