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OBJECTIVES : 

1. To . i d e n t i f y  and desc r ibe  t h e  e t i o l o g i c  .agent  producing a severe, 
bloody, o f t en  f a t a l  d i a r r h e a l  v i ra l  d i sease  of canines in  t h e  m i l i t a r y  working 
dogs a t  t h e  Royal Thai Army National  War Dog Center i n  Pak Chong and t h e  Royal 
Thai Navy Mi l i t a ry  Dog u n i t s  a t  Sattaheep. 

2 ,  To produce Canine V i r a l  E n t e r i t i s  i n  suscept ib le ,  weanling dogs. 

3, To study t h e  se ro log ic  response of Mil i tary  Working Dogs t o  k i l l e d  
Fel ine  Panleukopenia Vaccine under f i e l d  condit ions.  

BACKGROUND : During 1979, a severe  outbreak of Canine V i r a l  E n t e r i t i s  (CVE) 
caused by a canine parvo-like v i r u s  was detected i n  t h e  M i l i t a r y  Working Dog 
Center (MWDC) , Pakchong , Nakornra j sima, Thailqnd. The outbreak r e s u l t e d  in t h e  
death of 187 of 244 (76.6%) puppies t h a t  were born i n  W C  and 48 of 111 (43,2%) 
puppies purchased from l o c a l  sources. 

Phase I of t h e  study i d e n t i f i e d  canine parvovirus a s  the  e t i o l o g i c  agent 
involved in t h e  outbreak of f a t a l  d iar rhea  in dogs a t  t h e  MWDC, t h e  Royal 
Navy Mi l i t a ry  Dog un i t  a t  Sattaheep,  and privately-owned dogs i n  ~ a n ~ k o k .  ( W i  

Phase I1 of the  study involved the  attempt t o  experimentally reproduce t h e  
d i sease  i n  suscept ib le  young, wean lhg  dogs, In  t h i s  study, 12 suscep t ib le  dogs 
were in fec ted  with parvovirus i s o l a t e d  from the  s t o o l  of a p o s i t i v e  dog from,khe 
MWDC. The infected  s t o o l  w a s  p o s i t i v e  by electromicroscopy and was given o r a l l y  
i n  a 2% suspension buffered with 1% phosphate buf fe r  so lu t ion  and containing 1% 
Bovine Serum albumin. Two c o n t r o l  dogs were given only t h e  phosphate buffered 
solut ion.  

Phase 111 of the  study w a s  t o  fol low the  serologic  response of m i l i t a r y  
Working Dogs t o  k i l l e d  F e l i n e  Panleukopenia Vaccine given under f i e l d  condit ions.  
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