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OBJECTIVE : To determine t h e  age r e l a t e d  acqu i s i t ion  of ant ibodies  t o  Norwalk 
agent i n  d i f f e r e n t  populations i n  Southeast Asia, 

BACKGROUND : Norwalk agent ,  a' parvovirus, was  implicated i n  an epidemic of 
d iar rhea  i n  Ohio i n  1971 (1). D r .  Blacklow has recen t ly  developed a s e n s i t i v e  
and spec i f i c  RIA f o r  t h e  de tec t ion  of ant ibodies  t o  Norwalk agent (2) .  The 
prevalence of an t ibod ies  t o  t h i s  agent i n  a d u l t s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  i s  high . 
(60%) and ant ibodies  a r e  acquired by persons between 15-30 years  of age (2).  
L i t t l e  i s  known of t h e  epidemiology of Norwalk agent in fec t ion ,  To determine 
t h e  prevalence an@ age of acqu i s i t ion  of ant ibodies  t o  t h i s  v i r u s  i n  t r o p i c a l  
countries,  sera from a v a r i e t y  of populations have and a r e  being examined. 

METHODS : Sera co l l ec ted  by PE i n  1975 i n  the  United S t a t e s  and i n  1975-1977 
i n  Taiwan, and t h e  Phi l ippines ,  se ra  co l l ec ted  by J C  i n  t h e  Phi l ippines  i n  1978 
and se ra  co l l ec ted  by PE from two r u r a l  and one urban population i n  Thailand i n  
1980 a r e  present ly  being examined. 

RESULTS : The r e s u l t s  of t e s t i n g  s e r a  from Taiwan, t h e  Phi l ippines  and t h e  
United S t a t e s  a r e  given i n  Table 1, Sera from Ban Tablan i n  Thailand i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  antibodies are acquired even e a r l i e r  i n  Thailand ohan t h e  Phi l ipplnes .  
Sera has been co l l ec ted  from chi ldren i n  Bangkok and Soongnern t o  determ3ne i f  
t h e  acqu i s i t ion  of ant ibodies  t o  Norwalk agent d i f f e r s  between r u r a l  and urban 
areas.  

This study i s  complete. 
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