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OBJECTIVE: To evaluate the sensitivity and specificity of the HAVAB (R)
commercial kit for measurement of antibodies to hepatitis A virus (HAV).

BACKGROUND ~ In 1978 the first commercial kit for assay of antibodies to hepatitis
A became available -the HAVAB .(R) kit (Abbott Laboratories). As continued
research into hepatitis in Thailand required the cap~bi1ity to measure anti HAV
antibodies, arrangements were made for purchase of the kit and for preliminary
evaluation of its sensitivity and specificity.

METHODS: A battery of 17 serum, plasma, and globulin specimens were provided
by MAJ Stanley Lemon, Department of Virus Diseases, Walter Reed Army Institute
of Research (WRAIR). Characteristics of the specimens are presented in Table1. 

In addition, samples of two lots of immune serum globulin were obtained
from the Health Clinic at the U.S. Embassy in Thailand (Hyland ISG, Lot
Ii 0632EOO22AA; and Metabolic Incorporated ISG LQt M 8324). The HAVAB (R) assay
(a blocking solid phase radioimmuno assay) was performed according to the
Manufacturer's recommendation without modification.

RESULTS: Graphs of the raw counts per minute (CPM) obtained with serial ten-
fqld dilutions of positive specimens are shown in Figures 1 and 2. Note that
in the HAVAB system the lowest dilution of serum (or plasma) which may be tested
is 1:20. The titer of a specimen was determined as that point where the dilution
versus CPM curve intersected the cut-off value.

The 10g10 of the reciprocal of the HAVAB (R) titers are presented in Table
2 along with similar data obtained by other laboratories using different assays
on the same specimens. (Data provided by MAJ Lemon).

'I

253










