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OBJECTIVES : 

1. To describe the extent and distribution (by agent and anatomical site) 
of wounds, incurred as a result of combat, appearing at 2 O  and 3' surgical 
centers. 

2. To establish the types and quantities of microbial flora coexisting 
with these injuries. 

3 .  To relate microbial occurrence to risk of overt infection, severity and 
type of injury, subsequent treatment and residual morbidity. 

4 .  To ascertain the value of the injury/microbiology/in£ectfon approach 
for use in predicting infection potential in combat injuries, 

BACKGROUND : Descriptions of wounds jncurred and microbiologic flora associated 
with those wounds have been made in the English language literature for each 
major military excursion since World War 11, Primarily by American clinicians, 
these accounts have suffered from two basic deficiencies unrelated to the exper- 
tise of the authors. The primary problem has been that chains of evacuation, 
while efficient, have been so long that no one person or group of persons could 
observe the effects of primary microbiological inoculation into a combat injury 
and its subsequent effects related to morbidity. 

The second corollary problem is that microbiologic data have been reported 
as occurrence of contamination of the wound site at the time of injury or as 
occurrence of overt infection later in the post-surgical period without a rela- 
tionship being established between them. 

Pre-injury antibiotic prophylaxis in RTA troops is confined to a sulfadoxine- 
pyrimethamine combination for antimalarial prophylaxis. Post-injury antibiotic 
coverage is at the discretion of.the treating physician, but usually includes 
ampicillin (Personal communication MAJ Narong Rodwanna). 

* Surgery Department, RTA Hospital. 








