Service Work of the Department of Virology

OBJECTIVE : To provide local institutions with laboratory information not
available elsewhere in Thalland, using the specialized procedures routinely
performed in the virology laboratory.

BRCKAROUND : The virology department in its research activities uses certain
laboratory procedures which are not performed in most institutions. Upon
request from outside organizations, the laboratory has undertaken a limited
service function, providing studies for quality control purposes and for the
clinical management of patients.

PETHCDS @ 1In certain cases, specialized assays performed routinely in the

department of virology were applied to specimens from non-protocol sources

derived from inside or outside of the laboratory. These assays were broken
down into six groups for the purposes of analysis.

1. Arbovirus isolation (dengue and chikungunya isolationé)

2. Arbovirus serology (dengue, Japanese encephalitis virus and chikungunya
serologies)

3. Non-arbovirus isolation (largely polio and influenza isolations)
4. Non~-arbovirus serology (largely polio serology)

5. Hepatitis B surface antigen assay (screening by the Immunoelectroosmo-
phoresis test) =

6. Immunological tests (radial immune assays for IgG, IgM and complement
factors) ” :

RESULTS : A breakdown of the tests performed by the department of virology on
non-protocol specimens is shown in Table 1.

The department has provided significant clinical or quality control ser-
vices to six institutions outside of the laboratory as well as occasional ser-
vices to the American Embassy Medical Unit and other organizations throughout
Thailand. The laboratory honored a request in January 1977 by the National
Blood Bank, Central Institute of Pathology, Royal Thai Army Hospital, to train
personnel in techniques for the detection of Hepatitis B surface antigen (HB Ag),
with the help of these trainees, the laboratory provided HB Ag screening on ?
blood donors' sera until the tests could be commenced in thé Blood Bank.
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