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OBJECTIVE : To determine t h e  r o l e ,  i f  any, of glucose 6 phosphate dehydrogenase 
(G6PD) def ic iency i n  t h e  s u s c e p t a b i l i t y  t o  h e p a t i t i s  B v i r u s  i n f e c t i o n .  

BACKGROUND : G6PD def ic iency has been reported by Morrow al,. (1) t o  be 
assoc ia ted  wi th  both the  incidence and t h e  s e v e r i t y  of v i r a l  h e p a t i t i s  i n  Weetr 
Afr ica .  W e  sought such an assoc ia t ion  between GGPD deficiency and evidence of 
h e p a t i t i s  B v i r u s  i n f e c t i o n  i n  Thailand. 

I'WIiODS : Profess ional  blood donors a t  t h e  Pramongtrhutk.lao Hospital  b9ood bank 
were se lec ted  f o r  t h e  study.  Serum of each individual  was assayed for  h e p i t i t l a  
B v i r u s  su r face  an t igen  (HBsAg) and antibody t o  HBqAg ( a n t i - N B 1 )  by imamoelac- 
troosmophoresis (IEOP) . The l e v e l  of G6PD was detbrmined by tfte method uP Gat,) 
et a l .  (2) .  -- 
RESULTS : of 163 human s e r a ,  18 (11%) contained HB Ag and 45 (27.6%) conrained 
anti-HB . These f ind ings  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  previous s t u d i e s  on Thai blood ducnrs 
( 3 ) .  G ~ P D  def ic iency was found i n  6.1% of t h e  163 persons and showed no asso- 
c i a t i o n  with h e p a t i t i s  B i n f e c t i o n  (Table 1). 
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