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OBJECTIVE : T O  study the  prevalence of h e p a t i t i s  B surface  ant igen (HBsAg) 
c a r r i e r s  among p a t i e n t s  with dengue hemorrhagic fever.  

BACKGROUND : Hepa t i t i s  B v i r u s  can ca'use a chronic v i r a l  in fec t ion .  The ques- 
t i o n  has been asked whether t h e  presence of a chronic v i r a l  i n f e c t i o n  i n t e r f e r e s  
wi th  i n f e c t i o n s  by other  v i r a l  agents. A s  s t u d i e s  were ongoing on dengue in-  
f e c t e d  ch i ld ren ,  t h i s  ques t ion was examined by screening hosp i t a l i zed  dengue 
p a t i e n t s  f o r  HB Ag assays. 
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MATERIAL & METHODS : P a t i e n t s  with s e r o l o g i c a l l y  confirmed dengue i n f e c t i o n s  
were s e l e c t e d  f o r  the  study. Convalescent s e r a  were t e s t e d  f o r  HB Ag by radio- 
immune assays.  (AUSKIA 11 , Abbott -Laboratory, North Chicago, I l l .  7 . 

RESULTS : There were 70 p a t i e n t s  se lec ted  between age one and 14 years of age 
(Table 1 ) .  The prevalence of HB Ag i n  t h i s  group was 5.7%. Tlhis was not  s ign i -  
f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  meansprevalence f o r  HBsAg found i n  t h e  urban Thai 
popula t ion (1). There was no apparent r e l a t i o n s h i p  between h e p a t i t i s  3 v i r u s  
c a r r i e r s  and hospi ta l ized dengue p a t i e n t s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  in te r fe rence  between 
t h e s e  two v i r u s e s  *does no t  occur. Fur ther  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a r e  n o t  considered 
necessary.  
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