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OBJECTIVE : 
To study the epizootiology of Canine Ehrlichiosis (TCP) in a population of military working dogs, 
and to evaluate the efficacy of currently recommended prophylactic and therapeutic measures in a 
natural outbreak. 

BACKGROUND : 
Canine ehrlichiosis was first suspected in Thailand in March 1974 among a group of 7 German 
Shepherd dogs working at Lopburi, Thailand. The methods used to confirm this tentative diagnosis 
and the control measures instituted thereafter at the Military Working Dog Center, (MWDC) 
Pakchong, Thailand from June 1974 through March 1975 have been previously described (1, 2). 
This report consists of a continuation of those studies plus the extension of the serologic testing to 
include some of the Royal Thai Army (RTA) and Royal Tbai Air Force (RTAF) installations in 
the provinces where most of the older, trained dogs actually work. 

DESCRIPTION : 
The population of working dogs at  the MWDC has increased from an average of 175 dogs, during 
the period June 1974 - March 1975, to 262 dogs in March 1976. This number includes only those 
dogs actually present at the MWDC at this time and over six months old. As of March 1976 we 
have identified and serologically tested for ehrlichiosis, at least once, 314 dogs. This increase 
(from 301 in March 1975) is partially due to the increase in the numbers of dogs reaching six 
months of age at the MWDC and partially due to testing at RTA and RTAF installations in some 
of the more remote provinces. 

It has not proved to be practical to attempt to regard the dogs at the MWDC and the dogs at 
remote installations as populations since almost all of the dogs come from the MWDC originally 
and return there periodically. To date, however, almost all of the control measures have been 
centered at the MWDC although many serologically positive dogs have been treated upcountry and 
tick control recommendations were made at all installations that were visited. 

In September 1975, RTA and RTAF installations in Lopburi, Cbieng Kam, Phisanuloke, Chieng Mai, 
Nan, Chieng Rai, Takhli, Lopburi, Nakorn Pathom, Prachuab, Nakorn Srithamraj, Hat Yai, and 
Don Muang (Figure 1 )  were visited and 120 dogs were bled. 
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