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OBJECTIVE: To collect information on the growth, development and reproduction o f  gibbons in  captivity, 
ond to  collect normal biological data which may be useful in  biomedical research. 

BACKGROUND: A colony o f  gibbons f Hylobotes l o r )  i s  maintained at SMRL fo r  use In essential medical 
research proiects o f  the laboratory. An act ive breeding program has been conducted fo r  the past several 
years, and 28 young have been born in  the colony. Physiological and hematological observations are 
made on a regularly scheduled basis. 

PROGRESS: Vaginal swabs were taken doi ly  from nine adult gibbons and the time o f  menstruation was 
recorded. Fifty-two menstruations were observed, The duration o f  menstruation was 1-4 days, w i t h  58 
percent o f  these lasting only one day. The in terva l  between menses was 17-120 days with the most common 
interval being 17-25 days. This information is similar t o  that recorded in  previous annual reports. 
Information concerning copulation behavior and fe ta l  development i s  being collected and w i l l  be reported 
when sufficient data are collected to al low interpretation. Since the last report ing period f ive gibbons 
were born in  the colony. Birth data are l isted in  Table 1. 

Table 1. Newborn Gibbons 1974-1 975 

Baby 
Number Date o f  Birth 

13 Sep 74 

30 O c t  74 

6 Jan 75 

20 Feb 75  

17 Mar 75 

Parents 

Female Male 

Colony-born gibbons have been examined monthly from bir th t o  adulthood, ahd the sequence o f  tooth 
eruption has been recorded, Table 2 summarizes these observations t o  date, 






