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OBJECTIVE: To gather information about  normal reproduct ion and breeding habits o f  gibbons i n  capt iv i ty .  

B A C K G R O U N D :  A colony o f  45 gibbons (Hylobafes l a r l  i s  being maintained af the SEAT0 Med ica l  
Research Laboratory  f o r  use in  the medical research projects o f  the laboratory .  An ac t i ve  breeding 
program has been conducted f o r  the past several years, and 2 2  gibbons have been born i n  the colony. 
Insofar as i t  is consistent w i th  the other research obiect ives o f  this laboratory ,  observations o f  the 
reproduc t i ve  and breeding habits o f  these animals have been made on a regu la r  basis. 

PROGRESS: Vaginal  swabs were taken d a i l y  f rom ten adult  female gibbons and the time o f  menstruation 
was recorded. In  the 110 menstrual periods observed, the durat ion o f  menses was 1 - 4  days, and  the 
in te rva l  between menses was 1 5 - 1 0 7  days ( Table 1 ). The most common time in te rva l  between menstruations 
was 15-25 days (67.4% of the cases). Eight pairs o f  gibbons were a l lowed t o  mate natura l ly  dur ing the 
year .  In an e f f o r t  t o  gain in format ion about  breeding habits, 2 1  matings were observed dur ing normal 
d u t y  hours ( 7 :  30 A M - 4 :  30 PM).  The durat ion o f  actual  copulat ion was recorded i n  1 8  o f  the matings 
and i s  shown i n  Table 2. In most matings copulat ion time was less than 3 minutes. In  a11 21 matings, both 
female and male were fac ing the same direction. The posit ion o f  each animal i s  shown i n  Table 3. The 
most common position was the male ver t ica l  and the female horizontal. Eleven matings were observed on 
the f l a t  elevated seat, t w o  on the f loo r  o f  the cage, f i ve  hanging f rom the cage wall, and one on the 
exercise bar. 

Month ly  recta l  palpat ions were per formed on a l l  breeding animals dur ing the year, and the size o f  the 
uterus and developing fetus recorded. These observations are presented in  Table 4. Pregnancy can be 
conf i rmed b y  recta l  pa lpat ion as ear l y  as the th i rd  month o f  gestatian. Table 5 presents data concerning 
seven gibbons born during the past year. 

DISCUSSION: Eight female gibbons were maintained i n  outdoor breeding cages, and access t o  males 
permi t ted dur ing the repor t ing  period. Seven young were born to  six mothers. Two new breeding pairs 
w e r e  established and have not yet  produced young. The ten females being observed f o r  normal menstrual 
cycles serve as a reservoi r  o f  new breeding stock, and enables an evaluat ion o f  the menstrual pa t te rn  to  
b e  made before the animals a re  mated. 








