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OBJECTIVE: The obiective o f  this study i s  to detect and investigate spontaneous diseases o f  laboratory 
animals. This information w i l l  aid in defining and improving the health of laboratory animals maintained 
In  Thailand, and in developing animal models for the study o f  human diseases. 

DESCRIPTION: In order to accomplish the obiective, a program of  continuous surveillance o f  the health 
status o f  the animal colony has been developed. Four areas are emphasized in this program: ( 1 ) the 
disease screening program conducted in the laboratory animal breeding colony, ( 2 )  the recurring clinical 
and laboratory examination of animals housed in the colony including those procedures performed during 
the quarantine of newly purchased animals, ( 3 )  the post mortem examination o f  animals that die in the 
colony, and ( 4 )  the devalopment of standards fo r  operation and quality control. When indicated by the 
findings, experimental studies are init iated to explore in detai l  the problems that occur. 

PROGRESS: There was l i t t le  evidence of disease among laboratory rodents during this report period. 
The annual production o f  rats, mice, and guinea piqs has been maintained at levels comparable to previous 
years, as have indicators of production eff iciency such as conception rate and yield per breeding female. 
Production was significantly lower during the hot season as in previous years. Ceiling fans have been 
installed in a l l  breeding rooms in an e f fo r t  to increase air circulation. The number of rodents necropsied 
and the distr ibution o f  gross pathologic lesions according to  organ system is shown in Table 1. 
frequently observed gross lesion was lobar pneumonia. 

Table 1 .  Summary of Rodent Breeding Colony Pathologic Findlngs for  1973 

The most 

Bacteria isolated from the lungs or feces of mice, hamsters, and guinea pigs as par t  o f  the disease 
screening program are shown in Table 2. The col i form group was most frequently isolated, followed in 
frequency by  Proteus spp. 
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A number of spontaneous deaths occurred among primates in the laboratory during the year. The cause 
and frequency o f  deaths in rhesus monkeys during the in i t ia l  45 day quarantine period af ter  a r r iva l  in the 
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