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BACKGROUND: As a result  o f  the maior e f fo r t s  in  ant imalar ia l  drug testing repor ted  elsewhere, we have 
been a f f o r d e d  a unique oppor tun i ty  t o  observe and manage large numbers o f  pat ients w i th  malaria 
at tending Trad Prov inc ia l  Hospital. This repor t  documents observations made upon groups o f  pat ients from 
this populat ion. 

Treatment of Falciparum Malar ia  with Sepfrin: Septrin, a 5 : l  combination o f  sulfamethoxazole and 
trimethoprim is commonly used i n  the treatment o f  bacter ia l  infections. I t  has been moderate ly  successful 
in  ant imalarial  therapy. Three patients with P. falciparum infections were given Septrin. Results are 
summarized i n  Table 1. 

Table 1. Falciparum Ma la r ia  Treated with Septr in 

Case 
Number 

In cases 1 and 2 a sat is factory  cl inical response occurred i n  hospital. In  case 3, i t  was decided on the 
day  o f  admission that, because o f  the patient's symptoms, quinine therapy was also indicated. Follow-up 
studies on these pat ients have not yet been completed. 

Parasite 
Clearance 

( Hours ) 

5 1 

5 1 

4 8 

Parasite 
Count 

( p e r  cmm) 

Treatment of Falciparum Malar ia witn Proguanil: Proguanil, probably  the least tox ic  ant imalarial ,  was 
in t roduced in  1945. By 1950 falciparum malaria resistant t o  proguani l  had been encountered and the 
d r u g  f e l l  in to  disfavor. Nonetheless, the Austral ian Army i n  Vietnam u t i l i zed  proguoni l  w i th  DDS, dai ly ,  as 
prophylaxis wi th  apparent  success. 

In i t ia l  
Fever 
( " c )  

39.0 

38.6 

37.5 

O n e  pat ient wi th  P. falciparum infect ion a t  Trad Hospital  was treated wi th  proguani l .  The pat ient  was 
a 49 year o l d  man with c l in ica l ly  mi ld disease. The parasite count was 48,924  per cmm, and o r a l  
temperature 38.2"C. Proguoni l  200 mg was given as a loading dose then 100 mg was g iven tw ice  daily 
f o r  a t o t a l  o f  1 2  doses. His fever  responded slowly (c learance time 115 hours), as d i d  his parasitemia 
(c lea rance  t ime 98 hours). Follow-up has not been completed. 

1 Trad Prov inc ia l  Hospital, Thailand. 
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