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OBJECTIVE: To study the effect iveness o f  the combination o f  d i formyld iaminodiphenyl  sulfone (DFD) 2 0 0  
mg and pyrimethamine ( P y )  12.5 mg i n  suppressing parasitemias in  an area w i th  known chloroquine 
resistant falciparum malaria. 

B A C K G R O U N D  The combinat ion o f  dapsone (DDS) and pyrimethamine ( P y )  in  the chemosuppression o f  
ch loroquine resistant fa lc iparum malaria has been previously shown t o  b e  eff icacious. The longer half  l i f e  
o f  the d i formyl  congener o f  dapsone should render this sulfone in  combinat ion w i th  pyrimethamine a better 
cheniosuppressive agent. 

DESCRIPTION : Six hundred and seventy-four semi-immune study subjects from three vil lages i n  Prachinburi 
Province, Northeast Thailand were assigned to  one o f  f i v e  drug study groups. Subjects received a weekly 
medicat ion, under a double b l ind design, o f  one o f  the fo l lowing : 

( a )  DFD 2 0 0  mg and Py 12.5 mg 
( b )  DFD 400  mg 
( c )  DDS 1 0 0  mg and Py 12.5 mg 
( d l  PY 2 5  mg 
( e )  Placebo 

Each study subject was visi ted weeely, a t  which t ime the medication was g iven and swal lowed under 
supervision, a capi l lary  b lood  d rawn f o r  a thick-thin malaria smear, and a history o f  i l lness since the 
p r i o r  visi t  noted. 

PROGRESS : The twenty-six week course o f  medication was concluded on 9 February 1974. Current ly 
t h e  study subjects a re  being monitored monthly f o r  evidence o f  malaria transmission in  the absence o f  
chemosuppressive agents. Un t i l  the terminat ion o f  medication the average weekly  study subject par t ic ipat ion 
was  approx imate iy  88%. As the f i r s t  slide reading has not been completed, no d a t a  reduct ion i s  possible 
a t  th is  time. 

S U M M A R Y :  The combination o f  DFD and Py has been given weekly  f o r  2 6  weeks t o  semi-immune 
ind iv idua ls  i n  an area known t o  have chloroquine resistant falciparum malaria. The results o f  this study 
a r e  not  yet avai lable. 


