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OBJECTIVE: To determine the prevalence o f  Vibrio parahemolyticus in  an insular Thai f ishing v i l lage 
populat ion. 

BACKGROUND: rhis repor t  i s  a cont inuat ion o f  the study or iginal ly described i n  the SEAT0 Medica l  
Research Laboratory  Annual Progress Report 1972- 1973, pp. 11 3-1 14. 

PROGRESS: i n  M a y  1973  the v i l l age  o f  Ban Kho Lan was mapped and a house by house census o f  the 
t o t a l  populat ion was taken. 

The v i l l age  i s  located on the protected side o f  the island, on a narrow p la in  between the sea and nearby 
foothi l ls.  The physical ter ra in  o f  the locat ion forces the v i l lage to  assume a long, narrow shape oriented 
a long a North-South axis. There i s  a concentrated area o f  houses i n  the center on the Nor th  side o f  the 
market  place. This i s  also the locat ion o f  the piers. The v i l lage area south o f  the market p lace extends 
d o w n  a d i r t  road, and  is composed o f  larger  houses and yards, suggesting greater aff luence. 

There are a to ta l  o f  1 5 8  families occupying 1 5 6  houses. There were an addi t ional  3 3  houses that  were 
unoccupied at  the t ime the census was taken. Some famil ies have more than one house and change residency 
depending on the season, apporent ly  t o  escape o r  t o  enioy the prevai l ing winds. 

Nine-hundred ninety-one ( 9 9 1  ) persons were l i v ing  i n  the v i l lage a t  the time the survey was made. 
A g e  and sex d a t a  a re  shown i n  Table 1. The sex r a t i o  is essentially unity except f o r  the 16-20 year 
age  g roup  i n  which the percentage o f  males is on ly  34%.  This i s  probably  the result o f  males leaving 
the insular sett ing f o r  both m i l i t a ry  service as w e l l  as f o r  the l o b  opportunit ies and "adven tu re"  o f  
Bangkok o r  other cities. 

The number o f  individuals per household ranged f rom 1 t o  1 3  wi th  an average o f  lust over  6 persons per 
house. There were only  22 houses that  had no persons less than 2 4  years o f  age. The la rges t  number o f  
ch i ldren i n  any one house was 7 and  the median number o f  chi ldren per house was 3. There were a to ta l  
o f  4 3 7  persons considered children, i.e., under 14  years o f  age. 

The v i l lage has a surprisingly stable population. The average length o f  stay on the is land is 17.6 years 
w i t h  a range o f  less than one month ( t h e  new teacher and recently appointed m i d w i f e )  to 82  years. 
7 7 6  ( 7 8 % )  persons had l i ved  i n  the v i l lage the i r  ent i re  l i fe .  

SUMMARY: To d a t e  the ent ire populat ion o f  Kho Lan v i l lage has been censused and the v i l l age  mapped. 
A prevalence survey on a random selection o f  households w i l l  b e  done f o r  Vibrio parahernolyticus uslng 
cultures o f  rec ta l  swabs. 




