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OBJECTIVE: To describe Vibrio parahernolyticus diarrhea occurr ing in  U.S. personnel. 

BACKGROUND: The bacter io logy labora to ry  a t  SMRL prov ides a re fe r ra l  service t o  the U.S. Army Hospital 
Bangkok (USAH) f o r  diagnostic bacter iology. The labora to ry  also processes sporadic requests f rom profes. 
sional members o f  the labora to ry  i tself .  Selection factors in  the submission o f  any one specimen a r e  
considerable and fo r  that reason the to ta l  numbers of various catagories o f  work done a re  on ly  b road  
estimates. i n  the calendar year January 1972  to  December 1972, f o r  instance, there were 5 4  s tool  specimens 
submitted b y  U.S. personnel f o r  culture and sensitivity examination. These 5 4  persons were concerned 
enough about  their  i l lness t o  f i rs t  see a physician and  secondly t o  p rov ide  the requested specimen ( i f  such 
a specimen was requested). These 5 4  persons were p robab ly  on ly  a few o f  the vast to ta l  o f  people 
a f fec ted  with enteric illness. 

METHODS: Bacteriology labora to ry  records were rev iewed fo r  the years January-December 1972 and 
1973 and a l l  stool specimens submitted b y  U.S. personnel were ident i f ied and tabulated. Those persons 
f rom whom Vibrio parahernolyticus was iso lated were iden t i f i ed  and interviewed regard ing the i r  case histories 
and symptomatology. 

PROGRESS: i n  1972 f i f teen  ( 2 8 % )  o f  5 4  specimens submitted by  U.S. personnel had a pathogenic enteric 

organism grown on culture. Two (3.7%) had Salmonella sp., 2 (3.7%) had Vibrio parahemolyticus and 11 (20%) 

had Shigella sp. 

During the calendar year 1973  there were 68 specimens submitted, 17 ( 2 5 % )  o f  which were posit ive fo r  
pathogenic organisms. 1 1  (1 6%) had Salmonella sp., 3 ( 4 % )  Vibrio parahemolyticus, and 3 ( 4  % )  Shigella sp. 
There were also 6 (9%) pathogenic E. coli and 6 (9%) non-agglutinable vibr ios isolated. 

There were four  individuals i n  the 12  month per iod O c t  7 2 - - 0 c t  7 3  w i th  culture--proven Vibrio parahemolyticus 
diarrhea. A l l  four were adul t  males and a l l  four  were assigned to  SMRL. Two pat ients remembered 
speci f ica l ly  eat ing a seafood meal within 24  hours o f  the onset o f  symptoms. In both o f  these cases the 
seafood was obta ined and eaten a t  restaurants at  resort areas on the G u l f  o f  Thailand ( n o t  i n  Bangkok 
Ci ty  i tself  ). 

Case I : A 24 y.0. male. Experienced cramping, lower  abdominal pain and watery, l ight-brown stools 

2 0  hours a f te r  ea t ing  beef curry, and noodles w i th  pork  a t  a local noodle shop. The pat ient  cont inued 
t o  have watery stools and intermittent, cramping, abdominal po in f o r  the next 4 days. A stool culture 
obta ined on the 4th day  o f  illness grew V. parahemolyticus. A repeat culture 1 week a f te r  symptoms had 

abatad was negative. During the f i rs t  t w o  days o f  illness the pat ient  had 8 watery bowel  movements. 

Case 2 : A 3 4  y.0. male. Experienced dizziness and nausea w i th  vomit ing o f  green f luid. Later the 
same evening the pat ient became d i z z y  and weak, and dur ing a four hour in terva l  passed four  watery, 






