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OBJECTIVES : 

1. To determine how much malaria was seen at the Prachinburi Hospital in Central Thailand, the severity 
o f  the disease, and what drugs were used fo r  treatment.. 

2, a. To determine the cl inical picture of malaria at Trad Hospital, in Southeast Thailand. 
b. To perform parasite counts on patients suspected o f  malaria, as a service for  the Trad Hospital. 
c. To screen patients with falciparum malaria suitable for  a SMRL study. 

DESCRIPTION : 

Prachinburi Hospital. Therapeutic studies were performed at this hospital between July 1972 and January 
1973. (See reports by MAJ Segal). 

The hospital keeps records o f  the nu.mber of patients with malaria and these are presented. 
Between 20 November and 19 December 1972 a survey was conducted on a l l  patients admitted with malaria 
to the adult wards. The pediatr ic ward was not included. The SMRL team performed quantitative parasite 
counts on the maiority o f  patients who were admitted. 

Trad Hospital. SMRL studies were resumed a t  the Trad Hospital on 11 January 1973. The SMRL malaria 
unit occupies an unused ward located above the Male Medical Ward, by courtesy o f  Dr. Sanong Kosakal 
the ~ e d i c a l  Director o f  the hospital. Half the area has been converted into a spacious laboratory and the 
remainder into l iv ing quarters f o r  the technicians and drivers. The clinic i s  open 0600 to  2200 daily. 
Anybody may walk in and have o malaria smear done. Other patients are referred from the hospital 
outpatient clinic. 

Patients with a posit ive smear are interviewed (current symptoms, history o f  previous malaria), examined 
( fever  and splenomegaly as a minimum) and a quantitative parasite count i s  determined. 
in consultation with the Trad physicians, the patients are admitted to the hospital or treated as outpatients. 

PROGRESS ; 

Prachinburi Hospital. Between 1968 and 1971 the hospital diagnosed malaria in  between 500 and 900 
individuals annually. Deaths f rom malaria ranged from 27 to  58 (Figure 1 ). i t  i s  not clear whether a l l  
these diagnoses were confirmed by microscopy. The seasonal variation in the malaria rate i s  shown in 
Figure 2. Peaks occurred in July and November. There was l l t t ie  malaria between January and June. 
Further detai ls fo r  1971 are shown in Table 1. 

* Chao Phya Abhai Bhu Beihr Hospital, Prachinburi 

203 


















