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OBJECTIVE: To determine the   re valence of antibody to hepatitis B antigen ( HB-Ag) in a random sample 

o f  urban Bangkok resildents. 

BACKGROUND: For a description of the experimental design of this study see the SEAT0 Medical Research 
Laboratory Annual Progress Report 1971-1 9 7 2 ,  pp. 129-1 39. Data accrued as to  the point prevalence 
o f  antigen in this population indicate that infection i s  acquired early in childhood. The early acquisition 
o f  the carrier state and the high prevalence o f  the antigen suggest a high rate o f  HB-Ag transmission through 

this population. Studiles o f  antibody prevalence were undertaken. 

METHOD: Sera collected from this population were submitted to the laboratory of Dr. Roger Dodd, Red 
Cross Research Laboratory, Bethesda, Maryland, U.S.A., fo r  antibody assays by the passive hemagglutination 
method described by Vyas and Shulman. 

PROGRESS: Preliminary reduction o f  the data on the prevalence of HB-Ag antibody among this population 
indicates that 31 1 o f  655 ( 4 7 % )  had antibody detectable by the passive hernagglutination test (see Table1 ). 
Breakdown o f  this data into age specific antibody prevalences demonstrates a 14% prevalence o f  antibody 
i n  the 1-4 year age group and a rapid acquisition o f  antibody to a plateau o f  about 60% in the ages 

above 20. 

This data i s  undergoin~g statistical analysis at the time of this writing with a view towards early publication. 
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