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OBJECTIVE: To evaluate the possibility that the encephalopathy o f  cerebral malaria is secondary t o  
hepatic dysfunction. 

BACKGROUND: I t  was proposed that hepatic dysfunction may explain the encephalopathy o f  cerebral 
malaria because: 

1. Abnormalities in hepatic function are known t o  exist in  malaria; 

2. Previous experience with Reye's Syndrome has shown that severe hepatic dysfunction may be present 
despite the relat ive absence o f  hepatic abnormalities as detected by  light microscopy; 

3. Certain features o f  the cerebral pathology are similar In Reye's syndrome and cerebral malaria; 

4. During a previous study a chi ld with cerebral malaria was found t o  have marked abnormalities i n  
hepatic function including an elevated venous blood ammonia. 

DESCRIPTION : Patients with uncomplicated malaria or cerebral malaria admitted t o  ChantaEuri Provincial 
Hospital were studied on admission. The test f o r  venous blood ammo~ ia  was performed immediately. 
Reducing substances, SGOT, SGPT and bilirubin were measured in frozen sera. 

PROGRESS r The results o f  these tests are given in Table 1. It seoms unlikely from these findings that 
hepatic dysfunction accounts f o r  the encephalopathy in any o f  our patients with cerebral malaria. 




