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DESCRIPTION : 

Background: Studies in  the United States have le f t  l i t t le  question that patients receiving blood containing 
HAA run a greater risk o f  post-transfusion hepatitis than patients receiving blood that does not contain 
HAA, The attack rate, however, appears to  be a function o f  the populatlon of recipients studied. While 
Gocke (1) has shown that over 50% of recipients o f  HAA positive blood develop evidence o f  hepatitis, 
Cherubin (2) reported a much lower attack rate, and speculated that his study population, a low socio- 
economic group, many o f  whom were parenteral drug users, was largely immune to  serum hepatitis. 

In v iew o f  this discrepancy in  results between different populations in the United States, i t  would be 
hazardous to  extrapolate these findings to  Thailand and other areas of Southeast Asla, which have a number 
o f  pert inent differences from the United States. Whereas the prevalence o f  blood donors positive fo r  
HAA i s  0.1-0.5% in  the United States, 5-10% or  more o f  the presumably healthy people i n  parts o f  
Southeast Asia and other tropical areas are carriers o f  HAA. Furthermore, some investigators have presented 
evidence that the distribution o f  the carriers i n  these populations i s  genetically determined. 
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