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OBJECTIVE: To provide proper scientific names for  the wi ld vertebrates from which ectoparasites are 
col lected or  which are suspected o f  being reservoir hosts o f  disease. 

DESCRIPTION: Vertebrates, especially those voucher hosts of ectoparasites, are prepared as study speci- 
mens and identif ied by comparisons wi th other specimens in museums. For the rodents and some o f  the 
birds this entails a taxonomic revision wi th examination of type specimens, further collecting, and study o f  
their ecology, cytogenetics, and karyology. 

PROGRESS: The checklist o f  rats and mice o f  Thailand, Table 1, has been changed because o f  f inding 
four species o f  the niviventer-fulvescens group on Doi lnthanon and discoverine that the lesser bandicoot 
o f  Thailand i s  not Bandicota bengalensis b;t a'dist inct species, -- 0. savilei. ~ o b l e  1 includes identifications 
o f  l ice found on rats and mice. i t  w i l l  be  seen that each subgenus of rats i s  characterized by  two unique 
species o f  lice, one from Hoplopleura, the other from Polyplax. Additional collections o f  l ice by  Vandee 
and Marshall, now being studied, are a l l  accompanied by  voucher museum specimens of their hosts. They 
w i l l  fill most gaps on the table. Karyotypes are similarly diagnostic o f  the subgeneric groupings o f  rats 
and mice; the karyology study is now ready fo r  publicatiorr. Taxonomic revision o f  the genus Mus 
exclusive o f  Afr ica i s  also ready fo r  publication, with results shown in the accompanying key t o  ~ u r a x  
species. The six native species o f  Thai mice have now been colonized fo r  cytogenetic study in 10 
laboratories arousd the world. 

SUMMARY: The number o f  species of rats and mice occurring in  Thailand i s  now understood t o  be 36 o f  
which 11 are commensal wi th man an% one i s  non-.-native (k norveglcur). Progress In  the taxonomic 
revision o f  these rodents, i n  order t o  provide scientific names, has involved karyology, cytogenetics, hort- 
specif ic ectoparasites, ecology, and anatomical study o f  the skull. 
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