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Part I. Rabies Diagnostic Service 

OBJECTIVE: The objective was t o  maintain a competent faci l i ty capable o f  providing a rapid and accurate 
rabies diagnostic service i n  order t o  determine the risk of human exposure to rabies virus infection from 
animal bites. In  addition to  provid ing an important service, this act iv i ty  was a rel iable source o f  inform. 
ation regarding rabies virus infections i n  the canine population o f  Thailand. 

DESCRIPTION: Suspect rabies specimens are accepted from U.S. mil i tary and approved Thai sources. The 
fluorescent rabies antibody (FRA) test and intracranial inoculation of weanling mice (MI) are the methods 
used routinely f o r  diagnosis. The indirect FRA test is used t o  evaluate the presence o f  rabies virus antibody 
in  human sera when requested. 

PROGRESS r A tota l  o f  780 specimens were submitted for  examination during the past 12 months. The 
results are presented i n  Table 1. A comparison o f  the FRA and M i  results is presented i n  Table 2. Based 
on the MI results, the accuracy of the FRA results were 99.1% when negative and 98.2% when positive. 
During this report period, rabies antibody t i ters in  151 human sera were determined by the FRA technique. 

SUMMARY: Of a tota l  o f  780 specimens submitted for  rabies diagnosis, 331 (42.4%) were infected wi th 
! 

rabies virus. These results are similar to  those reported earlier. Although dogs continue to  be the maior 
species involved and constitute the greatest hazard to  man, other species, particularly cats, should not be 
ignored. 

Table 1. 

Rabies Diagnostic Results 

Species 
Number 

Examined 
Number 
Positive 

Canine 625 320 

Feline 7 2 7 

Others 

Total 

Percent 
Positive 

* 2 human, 1 monkey, 1 bat. 






