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OBJECTIVE AND DESCRIPTION t We have been in i t iat ing steps to  develop a drug abuse research program 
in  Thailand, and three segments o f  the population have been considered for study. Meetings have been 
held wi th the key ~ersonne l  who would share the responsibility f o r  such a study in  their respective 
communitlesr 

(1) The Provost ~ a r s h a l  at JUSMAG, and the GI o f  SUPTHAI; 
(2) The Commanding Off icer, and Chief of Psychiatry a t  the U.S. Army Hospital; 
(3) The School authorities a t  International School, Bangkok, where about 90% o f  the military school- 

age dependents attend classes. 

A l l  o f  these personnel are interested In cooperating wlth us in research efforts that might include a 
systematic survey o f  their particular segment o f  the population. With JUSMAG and SUPTHAI, we would be 
working mainly with law enforcement agencies such as CID; with the Army Hospital, we wouid be dealing 
mainly wi th the clinic population; and with the school population, the mil i tary dependents. 

Any research that we do here would be complementary and supplementary t o  work being conducted by  the 
Division o f  Neuropsychiatry at WRAIR. This research would contribute t o  understanding of the drug 
problems which occur in  an overseas environment. Some o f  the questions which we wi l l  attempt to  answer 
are (1) what drugs are being abused, and in  what quantity, and by whom? (2) what are the psychological 
and sociological variables which correlate wi th or  contribute to  drug abuse? (3 )  what factors appear t o  
correlate w i th  lack o f  drug use (i.e., how do users and non-users o f  drugs di f fer  3) (A)  what suggestions 
can be made t o  others who would treat drug abusers? (5) what factors have contributed to  the success or 
fa i lure o f  drug treatment programs? The ultimate goal  o f  a l l  work in this area would be to  develop a 
body o f  knowledge which wi l l  permit adequate command and medical response to  drug usage, a response 
which w i l l  decrease ineffective performance and human suffering. 

COMMENT: One  o f  the maior problems which has retarded progress i n  the development of this proiect IS 
inadequate staffing. Due to  the departure o f  a Medical  Corps Off icer  without another of f icer  assigned 
t o  replace him, we have been hesitant t o  embark on a long-term study of drug abuse. I t  is anticipated 

that  the assignment o f  a research psychologist w i l l  be  accomplished by the latter par t  o f  this fiscal year. 
This addi t ion t o  th, staf f  wil l  enable us to  Init iate a long-term, multi-faceted program of research into 
drug abuse i n  Thailand. We have instead attempted to  el ici t  the cooperation and part icipation o f  the 
personnel working closely with the populations under consideration, i n  order t o  develop several independent 
studies. The Department of Neuropsychiatry has been acting as coordinator and has ~ r o v i d e d  consultation 
t o  projects developed, in  exchange for  access to  and uti l ization of any data collected I n  such studies. 

PROGRESS : 

(1) Start ing 1 ~ c t o b e r  1970 arrangements were begun wlth the U.S. Diplomatic Mission Medical 
Unit and U.S. Army Hospital, Bbngkok, t o  evaluate patients wlth drug usage difficulties. Patients referred 

to  us from these sources are evaluated by the Spitzer Mental Status Examination to  help determine factors 
re la t ing  t o  drug usage. 

(2)  Two technicians and three nurses have been trained i n  the administration and interpretation o f  
the Spltzer ~ e n t a l  Status Examination. 




