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OBJFCTIVE: This laboratory continues to  maintain a survey o f  diarrhea in Thailand. This capabi l i ty  is - 
maintained t o  insure a rapid response to any outbreak o f  gastroenteritis throughout the regfan served by  
this facility. During the past year we have studied several epidemics o f  diarrhea and have maintained 
an sctive consultation service to a l l  hospitals and laboratories in  Thailand. 

DESCRIPTION : Specimens are submitted to  this laboratory from local Thai Hospitals and from the US Hospital 
in Bangkok. They usually arr ive a t  this lvboratory in  Cary-Blair transport media or in alkaline peptone 
water. Swabs are inoculated onto SS, McConkey, and ~ e s ~ o x ~ c h o l a t e  agar. The methodology o f  Edwards 
and Ewing is used t o  identify enteric pathogens. Serological identif ication i s  carried out on a l l  Escheriohla 
col i  isolated. - 
PROGRESS r During the past year 4,268 specimens from 2,438 patients were examined for  entaric pathogens. 
249 isolates o f  Salmonella sp. were recovered and 61 isolates o f  Shigella sp. were made. Of 2,102 
Escherichia co l i  serotypes, 8z were identif ied as enteropathogens. Serotypes 0119:B14 and 0126:B16 

were r e c o v e r d  much more frequently than other types. These data are presented in  Tables 1 through 4. 
Sensitivity profi les o f  enteropathogens are presented in Table 5 through 10. 

SUMMARY: Our  data continues to indicate that salmonellosis i s  more predominant among Thais than is 
shigellosis. The greatest number of gastroenteritis in  Amerlcan patlents continues to be associated wi th 
Shigella sp. More isolates o f  enteric pathogens are recovered i n  the f irst three months o f  the year than -- 
st other times. 
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