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Part I. Survey o f  Sylvatlc Animals f o r  Rabiesvirus Infection 

OBJECTIVE: The purpose o f  this study Is t o  determine the prevalence o f  rabiesvirus infections i n  w i l d  
rodents i n  Thailand. 

DESCRlPTlON: A to ta l  o f  303 rats was trapped in nine provinces o f  Thailand (four areas). The animals 
were ident i f ied and a l l  brains were examined fo r  the presence of rabiazl irur by  the fluorescent antibody 
(FRA) technique. Approximately f i ve  percent o f  a l l  specimens were inoculated into weanllng mice t o  
confirm the negatlve FRA results. 

PROGRESS: Rabiesvirus was not isolated from any o f  the animals examined. These negatlve results d i f fe r  
from the results obtained In  1966 but are the same as were obtained from surveys conducted I n  1967, 
1968, and 1969. 

SUMMARY: There i s  no evidence that there has been any notable change in  the annual incidence o f  
either human or canine rabies in the areas surveyed during this f ive year period. This fact, in  addit ion t o  
the consistently negative rodent results obtained during the four year period since rodents were implicated 
as a possible sylvatic reservoir of rablesvirus infection, suggests that the hypothesis i s  false. No further 
surveys are contemplated at this time although the submission o f  rodents fo r  rabies examination w i l l  
continue t o  be encouraged. 

Part 11. Survey of Domestic Animals f o r  Rablesvirus infection 

OBJECTiVEt The purpose was to  determine the prevalence of rabiesvlrus infections in  asymptomatic stray 
dogs captured by  municipal and federal authorities i n  Thailand. 

DESCRIPTION: Canine specimens were obtained from two sources. Stray dog control programs were 
conducted by  the Division o f  Communicable Disease Control, Thai Ministry o f  Health, and cooperating U.S. 
Air  Force installations in  Thailand. From 10 to  30 o f  the dogs collected each day during the operation 
of the program were submiited fo r  rabiesvirus examination. The tota l  number o f  dogs captured i n  the 
communities involved i s  not known. The second source o f  specimens was the Bangkok Municipal Health 
Department which operates a continuous stray dog pickup program. Each week, 10 percent o f  the dogs 
picked up on a single day were randomly selected and submitted fo r  examination. The to ta l  figure, 
therefore, approximates 1.6 percent of a l l  the stray dogs destroyed during the period o f  the survey 
(estimated 20 thousand). Only dogs not having clinical signs o f  rabies were submitted f rom both groups. 
,111 specimens were examined by  the FRA technique. Rablesvirus was isolated f rom FRA positive specimens 
by mouse inoculation and confirmed by serum neutralization test. A tota l  o f  531 dogs was examined 
during the reporting period. 

PROGRESS: The examination results are presented i n  Table 1. Since these animals were asymptomatic 
a t  the time o f  euthanasia and salivary gland examinations were not done, i t  i s  not possible t o  estimate 
how many o f  the FRA positive animols were capable o f  transmitting the disease. i t  i s  assumed that a l l  




