
P R O L O G U E  

Through the SEAT0 Medical Research Laboratory in Bangkok, the South East Asia 
Treaty Organization has continued to associate i tself with medical research as a f ield of 
endeavour designed to alleviate human suffering in South-East Asia. 

This i s  only f i t t ing and proper. The peoples o f  Asia and the Western Pacific can 
be happy, secure and stable only in direct proportlbn to the state of health prevailing in 
the region or locality. In South-East Asia medical research i s  as much an act of mercy 
as i t  i s  a challenge. 

The Laboratory has worked within the spirit of co-operation of the member 
governments, and specifically o f  Thailand and the United States of America. And i t  has 
been especially pleasing to note that the research work has been responsive to the 
part icular requirements o f  South-East Asia. 

The present report describes the work of the SEAT0 Medical Research Laboratory 
during the past year. 

I take great pleasure in commending it. 

JESUS VARGAS 
SECRETARY-GENERAL 
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