INTRODUCTION

The Annual Progress Report of the SEATO Medical Research Laboratory is brought to the
already overcrowded marketplace of medical literature with certaln reservations. The need
for a publication consisting largely of material which, hopefully, will eventually appear
elsewhere in the medical literature can be seriously questioned. The diversity of the
material ,practically quaroniees that no single reader will find all the material to be of
Interest. Furthermore, none of the reports may be considered definitive of the authors’
final analysis of the matter under study. Nevertheless, the report Is offered first, as a
measure of the efforts of this laboratory in study sites throughout Thailand and second, as
a forum where the investigator may present, with minimal editorial restralnt, data which he
deems important. We trust thot with this view, the reader will find that which follows

interesting and informative.
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