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OBJECTIVES : 

1. To psychiatrically study In further detai l  a segment o f  a predominantly Lua' and North-Thai 
lowland urban community in  Amphur Mae Sariang, Changwat Mae Hongsorn, where a previous survey had 
ident i f ied individuals with severe psychiatric illness; 

2. TO study transcultural influences on the psychiatric evaluation of this segment o f  the population; 

3. To study the effects of training and experience in psychiatric f ie ld research on a group o f  
th i rd and fourth year Chiang Mai  University medical students; 

4. To study the influence on diagnoses offered by  medical student observers o f  the af fectual  
reactions they experienced during interviews; 

5. To provide medical students experience in  doing psychiatric f ie ld  research and to  introduce 
them t o  a standardized mental status interview schedule; 

6. To acquaint SEAT0 Medical Research Laboratory investigators with problems and techniques i n  
psychiatric f ie ld  research in  rural  Northern Thailand; 

7. To assess the effects o f  doing extensive psychiatric intervlewlng on the community. 

BACKGROUND: A previous cooperative research proiect surveying disease morbidity and culture in  the 
Mae Sariang area (see previous and present Annual Reports) was accomplished under the coordination o f  
LTC Harry  C. Hol~oway, M.C. At that time a survey accomplished b y  Dr. Pricha Singhorai found a number 
o f  members o f  the community identif led as having psychiatric illness by  the heads o f  their households. 
NO detai ls were obtained regarding the psychiatric illness, but responses indicated a prevalence o f  2.8% 
i n  the segment o f  the population surveyed. 










