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OBJECTIVE: This study was designed to  determine the presence and distribution o f  Pseudomonas pseudo. - 
mallei i n  Thailand and to evaluate its importance as the causative agent of the disease, melioidosis. - 
DESCRIPTION : Previous studies determined that Ps. pseudomallei was present in the water and soi l  of 
southern and northeastern Thailand, and there was association o f  sqrological actlvity o f  Thai people with 
the presence o f  the organism in the environs. Prior to  this study no clinical cases o f  melioidosis in man and 
animals indigenous to  Thailand have been described for  14  years. I t  was concluded that Ps. pseudomallei 
i s  saprophytic in  soil and water although i t  must st i l l  be regarded as a potential pathogen x r  man. 

Continuing studies during this period included analyses o f  water and soil fo r  isolation o f  Ps. pseudomallei, 
attempts to  f ind  clinical melioidosis in Thai nationals, a prospective epidemiological s tudy  o f  melioidosis 
which was in i t iated in late August 1968 in  a small vil lage where well  water and soil were found to be 
contaminated with Ps. pseudomallei, and determination in  vitro antimicrobial sensitivities o f  pure cultures o f  -- 
Ps. pseudomallei i s z t e d  from water, soil and specimens from patients. - 
PROGRESS: 1. Survey o f  water and soil fo r  the presence o f  Ps. pseudomallei. Specimens were obtained 

during f i e l d  tr ips on other SMRL studies because soil from most provinces in  Thailand have been studied 
in  previous years. Samples from Songkla and Yala in  the south and Maehongsorn in  the North were 
posit ive for PS. pseudomallei. None o f  15 specimens from Vientiane, Laos were positive fo r  this organism. - 
2. Case f inding o f  clinical melioidosis in  Thai Nationals and i n  animals. ~ t t e m ~ t s  to f ind cases o f  clinical 
melioidosis were made in a Bangkok Hospital, a provincial hospital and by  testing sera sent to  this labora- 
tory f o r  other studies. In Bangkok, Phra ~ o n g k u t k l a o  Hospital o f  the Royal Thai Army, was selected f o r  
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