
P R O L O G U E  

In an age in  which standards are d ic tated b y  Research and Technology, the need for  
sustained e f fo r t s  t o  a l lev ia te human suffer ing and malady can hard ly  be over  emphasized. 
This is par t icu lar ly  true in  the case o f  the developing world, where medical research i s  
both a challenge and a mission o f  mercy. 

SEAT0 has for tunate ly  a lways ident i f ied i ts  ro le  i n  medical and cl inical research b y  
cont inuing interest i n  the health and wel l-being o f  people i n  the Treaty Area. The SEAT0 
Medica l  Research Laboratory and the Cl inical Research Centre in  Bangkok are the symbols 
o f  our progress and accomplishment i n  Medica l  Research. 

I t  is my hope that these instifutlons w i l l  continue t o  p lay their commendable par t  i n  
enhancing and d i f fus ing medical knowledge f o r  the wel l-being o f  mankind in  South-East 
Asia. Noth ing i s  more challenging than t o  ceaselessly to i l  and innovate i n  order  t o  
a l lev ia te human suf fer ing i n  a region, where, unfortunately, disease st i l l  continues t o  take 
a heavy to l l .  

The repor t  re f lects  in  general the state o f  progress i n  Medica l  Research In South-East 
Asia. I take this oppor tun i ty  t o  commend it. The spir i t  o f  co.operation o f  Member 
Governments, and specif ical ly the Thai and United States elements, continues t o  be a source 
o f  inspirat ion for  a hopefu l  and br ight  fu ture o f  Medica l  Research i n  this region. 
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