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OBJECTIVE 

To study the rodents o f  Thailand and develop a taxonomic system which can provide a basis f o r  
ecologic studies of zoonoses involving rodents; t o  describe the species of gibbons in Thailand. 

DESCRIPTION 

See SMRL Annual Report of 1968 for  a listing of rats and mice of Thailand. The followina i s  a 
checklist o f  species in the family Murldae in Thailand plus changes or additions to last years report. 

Rats and Mice of Thailand 

I. Ground-dwell ing rats and mice. Hallux has a claw. 

A. Bandicoots, mole-rats. 
1. Bandicota indica, greater bandicoot. 

2. Bandicota bengalensis, lesser bandicoot. A domineering species generally found to  the exclusion 

o f  other rats but shares the grass fields with mice. 

B. Commensal rats and their wild counterparts (=genus Rattus, sensu str icto) 

1. Rattus rattus, roof rat. Mainland races wi th whitish belly occur throughout Thalland and on some 

islands such as Koh Samui and Koh Kret Kao. There i s  no independent population o f  dark-bellled rats i n  
cities, such as R.r. diardi i  in Malaya. There are some dark individuals in the polymorphic population o f  

peninsular Thailand, but they crop up in forest just as often as in houses. 

Geographic variation on the mainland consists of twinned postaxial mammae in the north, the 
normal 2 + 3 pairs everywhere else. Backs are plain light brown in the north, reddish or bu f f y  brown in 
most o f  the rest o f  the country, plain dark brown on the peninsula and dark sooty brown in the extreme 
southeast (Trad).  Ventral color i s  plain white in  the north, creamy elsewhere, with dark bellies occurring 
wi th increasing frequency southward and surpassing 50% of  the sample from Trad. The distinctive northetn 
populat ion thus defined i s  Rattus rattus Thai. 

Geographic variation on islands i s  great enough to merit recognition o f  Rattus rcrttus rhionls as a 

dist inct ive race occupying many islands o f f  the peninsula. I t  i s  characterized by a narrow cranium whose 
ridges enclose a lamp-glass or parenthesis shape rather than the lyre or pear-shape of mainland races. 
Three islands o f f  the coast o f  Trad possess large rats with harsh fur  and a heavily ridged, rugged skull  
wi th medium bullae and broad short rostrum. They may be called Rattus rattus rangensis and they may have 

approached the fu l l  species level o f  dif ferentiat ion. 
2. Rattus germalnl remotus, island rat. St i l l  more distinct i s  this inhabitant o f  forest on Koh Samui 

( 8  specimens). Large size with large teeth but  bul lae small; mammae 3 + 3. 
3. Rattus sladeni. Sladen's rat .  

4. Rattus argentiventer, r icefield rat. 

5. Rattus nitidus, Himalayan rat. 








