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OBJECTIVE 

The evaluation and further development o f  an experimental self-instructional course in  the Thai 
language, as a preliminary step in  the development o f  an instrument which may be used to investigate the 
parameters that influence language acquisition, and the development o f  a programmed course that wil l  teach 
U.S. Army medical personnel those language skills that wi l l  be most helpful to them in the performance o f  
their duties. 

INTRODUCTION 

An experimental course in programmed Thai developed a t  the lnstitute fo r  Behavioral Research,3 
was brought to Thailand fo r  evaluation and further development. The materials developed at IBR include the 
fol lowing: 1 ) a teaching machine; 2 )  a linear program (presented on f i lm strips and magnetic tape 
cartridges, divided into 40 sections); 3 )  a student manual; 4 )  a dictionary. The following description o f  
the program is quoted from pages i and i i  ( I tem 13)  of the principal investigator's report, dated 15 August 
1967:" 

" A  self-instructional foreign language (FL)  course in Thai was developed for  the purpose o f  
providing mil i tary medical personnel, whose duties and training typical ly involve areas other than FL learning, 
with fundamental skills in the Thai language. 
- -- - - - - - 

1 Assistant Professor, Thai Language Department, Defense Language lnstitute West Coast, Presidio o f  
Monterey, California 93940. Contracted through IBR, 1 January-31 August 1968, as consultant to  the 
language project a t  SEAT0 Laboratory. 

2 Graduate Student, East-West Center, University of Hawaii, Honolulu, Hawaii 96822. Contracted through 
IBR, July and August 1968, as consultant to the language project a t  SEAT0 Laboratory. 

3 Reference: Hughes, Heidi B., THAI FOR MILITARY MEDICAL PERSONNEL (DADA 17-68-C-8049; DADA 
17-67-C-0013; DADA 17-67-C-7130; ) Final Technical Report, August 15, 1966-September 30, 1968, 
Institute for  Behavioral Research, 2426 Linden Lane, Sllver Spring, Maryland 20910; Qualified investigators 
may obtain copies of this report from the Defense Documentation Center, Cameron Station, Alexandria, 
Virg in ia 22314. A copy is on f i le  in the Department of Neuropsychiatry, USA Medical Component 
SEATO. 

4 Hughes, Heidi B., AN EXPERIMENT IN THE TECHNOLOGY OF PROGRAMMING A SECOND LANGUAGE 
( THAI ), (DADA 17-67-C-0013 ), Final Technical Report, August 15, 1966-August 15, 1967 ( extended 
to  October 15, 1967); lnstitute for  Behavioral Research, Inc., 2426 Linden Lane, Silver Spring, Maryland 
20910. Copies o f  this report are available from the Defense Documentation Center, and a copy i s  on 
f i le  i n  the Department o f  Neuropsychiatry, USA Medical Component SEATO. 










