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OBJECTiVE 

1. Development of a clinically valid, brief, Thai mental st atus questionriaire for  measuring mental 
changes in  a conscious patient secondary to disruption o f  brain function by a defined neurosurgical lesion. 
(The mental status questionnaire* described here i s  a tooi  which wi l l  be useful to  the general physician.) 

2. To describe the shifts in symbolic formulations concerning illness as made by the patient and 
patient's family during the course o f  the patient's illness. 

DESCRIPTION 

See last year's report. 

PROGRESS 

Criteria for  rat ing organic factors in the translated form o f  the Mental  Status were developed, and 
a l l  mental status forms were rated by two investigators (HCH and WE). These ratings are being correlated 
wi th the independent results o f  psychological tests. During the next two months i t  i s  anticipated that Dr. 
Charas Suwanwella wil l  rate mental status recorded in the original Thai so that the re l iabi l i ty  o f  the translated 
mental status may be checked against the original. Al l  indicators are that the mental status as developed 
i s  an adequate clinical instrument for  assessing organic mental changes i n  a Thai populatton. 

A t  present a design i s  being developed to apply this instrument t o  a large enough population a t  
S r i t h u n ~ a  Mental Hospital so that we may assess its sensitivity in identifying organic illness in a population 
where mental status i s  sometimes abnormal for  non-organic reasons. The nature of the population available 
a t  Srithunya Mental Hospital should maximally stress specificity o f  the instrument in identifying organic 
factors, and the population size permits a statistical test of the worth o f  this br ief  mental status. 

Analysis o f  data relating to symbolic re-organization fol lowing brain disease or injury may have 
to  wai t  unti l  after 1 September 1969, but i f  a t  a l l  possible the goal wi l l  be to  complete this work while 
Thai psychiatric and neurologic colleagues are available to  help. 

* Avai lable in Thai or English upon application to the Chief, Department o f  Neuropsychiatry. 
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