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OBJECTIVE 

This study was designed t o  determine the presence and distribution o f  Pseudomonas pseudomallei in 

Thailand and to evaluate its importance as the causative agent o f  the disease, melioidosis. 

DESCRIPTION 

Previous studies determined that Ps. pseudomallei was present in  the water and soil of southern 

and northeastern Thailand, and there was an association o f  serological activity o f  Thai people with the 
presence of the organism i n  the environs. However, no clinical cases of melioidosis in  man and animals 
indigenous t o  Thailand have been described fo r  14  years. I t  was concluded that Ps. pseudomallei i s  

saprophytic in  soil and water although i t  must stil l be regarded as a potential pathogen for  man. 

Contimuing studies during this period included analyses o f  water and soil fo r  isolation o f  
Ps. pseudomallei and evaluation o f  techniques for recovery of the organism from water and stool specimens. 

Attempts t o  f ind clinical melioidosis i n  Thai nationals have been resumed and a prospective epidemiological 
study o f  melioidosis was init iated in  late August 1968 in a small vil lage where well  water and soil were 
found t o  be contaminated with Ps. pseudomallei. In addit ion an attempt t o  produce and study water-borne 

melioidosis in  experimental animals was initiated. 
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