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OBJECTIVES 

The primary objective o f  this study was to  delineate the endemic areas o f  Fasciolopsis buski in - 
Thailand and to  ascertain the ecological conditions necessary for its development. The prevalence of other 
intestinal parasites was also examined. 

DESCRIPTION 

In each province surveyed an e f fo r t  was made to select villages that would most l ikely represent 
the surrounding areas. When a vi l lage was selected fo r  study, arrangements were made with the school 
principal, or village headman, for the people to  deliver stool specimens the morning fo l lowing the day in 
which they received stool cups. Their name, age, sex and address, along with the appearance and 
consistency o f  the stool were recorded at the time o f  collection. Special attention was given t o  school age 
children as the prevalence of F. buski was found to  be higher in  this age qroup (Sadun and Maiphoom, -- 
1953; Sadun, 2496). 

The findings reported are based on single stool specimens, each o f  which was examined by two 
di f ferent  methods : Formalin-ether concentration ( F-E) and ~e r th io la te ,  Iodine, Formalin (MIF) .  By using 

both the concentration technique and the MIF i t  was possible to compare the two as to  the eff iciency with 
which certain infections could be detected, as well  as to  maintain a sample o f  each stool for  future 
reference. The MIF method does not concentrate the specimen and in  this respect i s  similar to  a direct 
smear. As many surveys conducted use only the direct smear method this information may be useful as a 
means o f  comparison. 

In order to  determine the status of - -  F. buski infections in Thailand today (whether on the increase 
or decrease) several o f  the villages in which individuals were found positive by  Sadun and ~ a i p h o o m  i n  
1953 were resurveyed in  1968 and the results compared. 

Several areas, in addition to  central   hail and, were surveyed throughout the North and  ort the astern 
Provinces in  an e f fo r t  t o  f ind other foc i  o f  F. buski. Many low-lying areas in  which water was known to  -- 
collect, o r  where lakes were located, were surveyed. 

PROGRESS 

A to ta l  o f  6,324 persons from 14 provinces were examined. The results from the basin region are 
summarized i n  Table 1, those from the surrounding provinces in  Table 2. Fasciolopsis buski was found only - 
in the basin region, a l l  other areas surveyed proved negative, including an area near Phayao (Chiengrai 
Province) in Northern Thailand that was reported to be a focus of F. buski infection. A repeat examination - -  
o f  over 300 individuals in this area fai led to turn up any infections. No significant differences were found 
between males and females in  prevalence o f  any o f  the parasites, however, slightly more females ( 2 2  % )  

were infected with -- F. buski than males (18%), a trend which i s  the reverse o f  that  found by  Hsieh (1959) .  
















