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Period o f  Report: August 1968-March 1969 

OBJECTIVE 

The gibbon (Hylobates lar) i s  being increasingly used as a model for  the study o f  parasitic 

and other infectious diseases. The studies on Koh Kled Kaeo, now in  their third year, are an attempt to 
establish a free-ranging, reproducing colony o f  gibbons 

DESCRIPTION 

Field observations are made periodical ly on the social behavior and ecology o f  the free-ranging 
gibbons, with special attention paid to  factors that may influence reproductive success. 

PROGRESS 

General  Status o f  Gibbons on the Island 

As o f  August 1968, 11 adult gibbons were present on the island. An addit ional one (#  12, Lab. 
#B52) had been released in June 1968, but has been missing since that time. I t  was quite fr iendly 
toward  humans, and we suspect that i t  may have been stolen for  a pet by  an unauthorized visitor. 

During 9-13 September 1968, we attempted to capture a l l  the gibbons fo r  clinical examination. 
Gibbons # 1, 2, 5, 11, 1 4  and 15 were captured by  hand. Gibbon # 5  had been fed  a banana drugged 
wi th Sernylan (Parka-Davis). Gibbons # 6  and 19 were caught in  a large wire cage t rap  bai ted with 
bananas, and # 8 ,  17 and 18 were too feral  and could not be caught, The fo l lowing procedures were 
performed on the captured gibbons, while drugged with Sernylan : 

1 ) General physical examination 
2) Complete blood counts and check for malaria 
3) Stool examination fo r  parasites 
4) Tuberculosis testing 
5) Uterine biopsies and pap smears (females) 
6) Semen evaluation (males) 

* App l ied  Scientific Research Corporation o f  Thailand. 
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