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Obiact ive To study the rodents of Thailand and develop a taxonomic system which can provide a basis 

fo r  ecologic studies o f  zoonoses involving rodents. 

Description This l ist ing o f  rats and mice o f  Thailand Is based upon specimens exmamined b y  the author 

in the US National Museum, Applied Scientific Research Corporation o f  Thailand, SEAT0 Medical Research 
Laboratory, the Boonsong Collection, and the Faculty o f  Tropical Medicine. fhey  were collected b y  
Dr. W. L. Abbott  in  the 1890's. b y  LTC. J. E. Scanlon and Mr. Ki t t i  Thonglongya beginning i n  1962, b y  
Dr. R. E. Elbell o f  USOM, and by  the f ie ld teams o f  the organizations mentioned above including 
departments o f  ~ e d i c a l  Zoology, Entomology, and Virology o f  SMRL. Asia is the seat o f  evolution and 
diversif ication o f  this complex group o f  rats, which consists o f  many closely similar species. Dr. D. H. 
Johnson's long range taxonomic studies at the US National Museum involve t racing variations through their 
tota l  distributions, as i t  i s  not possible t o  t reat  those o f   haila and as an isolated unit. Discovering 
habitat dif ferences between similar species is now the most needed direction o f  study. However, medical 
workers need an interim listing. Dr. Johnson k indly permits us to  use the names wlthln the " ~ a t t " s  rattus 
group" that he has been able to  unravel so fur. The methods and reasons b y  which he ar r ived a t  them 
belong t o  his own taxonomic study. 

The virology department added to the large in i t ia l  collections made by  LTC Scanlon and Mr. Ki t t i  
o f  SMRL, loaned specimens to the US National Museum where fhey were studied cooperatively by  Dr. 

- - Johnson and the author, assembled a Thai Nat ionaJJartebrate collection at ASRCT under the curatorship o f  
Mr .  Kitti, and published an il lustrated f ie ld  guide t o  rats and mice writ ten i n  both Thai and English (1966). 

Progress SYNOPSIS OF RATS OF THAILAND (Family Muridae) 

This account is confined to  the mainland rats and mice o f  the old Wor ld  family Muridae, charac- 
terized b y  a long, naked, scaly tail. The thumb is  short and has a f la t  nai l  instead o f  a claw. Other 
gnawing mammals i n  Thailand are the hare, Lepus pegnensis, widespread i n  grasslands, two  species o f  

porcupine ( fami ly Hystricidae), a numerous and varied assemblage o f  f lyina squirrels and diurnal  squirrels 
(family Sciuridae), and three species. o f  bamboo-rats (family Rhizomyldae). These last are l ike large 
gophers, but without cheek pouches. Living in  burrows, they tunnel t o  the bamboo shoots and other 
succulent plants upon which they feed. Non-murine mamma!s frequently caught i n  ra t  traps are  the House 
Shrew (Suncus murinus), Tree=shrew (Tupaia glls), and Striped Ground-squirrel (Menetes berdmorei). 

I. Genus Bandicota, Bandicoots 
Large, shaggy, burrowing rats wi th circular pad on sole a t  base o f  outer toe (not crescentic), large 

incisors measuring 4 mm or more in  combined width and extending forward o f  the nasal bones, large molars 
transversely banded when worn (rather than with chevrons), long slender claws, mammae 3 + 3 pa i rs= 12. 
Distinguished from Norway Rat in these respects and by  darker hind foot  and tai l .  

1. Eandicota indica, Greater Bandicoot. A giant rat  with hind foo t  about 50 mm, molar tooth row 
more than 10  mm. Some individuals have white incisors; they are distinguished f rom Rattus bowersi by  
their  dark  ,underparts. Coarse hair o f  back is black, as are soles o f  the feet  and tail; claws white. 
Locally abundant inhabitant o f  dikes separating rice paddies and the ta l l  grass, weed fields, brush and 














