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Object ives To determine the distribution and seasonal variat ion o f  rickettsial diseases in  Thailand; ident i fy  

ar thropod vectors and mammal reservoirs and alternate hosts, and serve as required as a consultative laboratory. 

Description A search fo r  evidence o f  infection o f  man and other animals by  rickettsiae o f  scrub typhus, 

murine typhus, Q-fever and the spotted fever group i s  being carr ied out in Thailand, by  means of 
- isolat ion attempts and serologic methods.-- _ - ._ 

Small mammals (primari ly rodents) are t rapped i n  selected areas. Ectoparasiies are collected, 
ident i f ied  and pooled. Tissue specimens and ectoparasite pools are inoculated into white mice or guinea 
pigs fo r  isolation attempts. 

Patients hospitalized with fever o f  unknown or ig in from several provincial hospitals were examined 
fo r  evidence o f  r ickettsial infection. Paired sera were collected from these patients fo r  serologic diagnosis; 
in  most cases a blood specimen was also inoculated into mice or guinea pigs fo r  r ickettsial isolation 
attempts. A single serum specimen was obtained f rom a sample o f  outpatients a t  these same hospitals. 
The sample was selected without regard to  presenting complaint. These specimens were used to derive 
crude ant ibody prevalence ratios. 

Progress 1. Scrub typhus ecology. Field tr ips were made i n  June, September and December 1967 t o  Pak 

Thong Chai, Korat province, the site of the 1965 scrub typhus epidemic. These months were selected as 
represent ing months o f  moderate, high and low ra in fa l l  respectively. A tota l  o f  163 animals were collected 












