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Object ive The evaluation, application, and further development o f  a Thai language teaching program. 

Introduction An experimental course i n  programmed Thai developed by  Heidi B. Hughes, Ph.D., a t  the 
Inst i tute for  Behavioral Research, Silver Spring, Maryland, under Grant  No. DADA 17-67-C-0013, U.S. 
Army Medical  R & D Command, OTSG has been brought to  Thailand for  evaluution and further development. 
This program employs the principle o f  successive approximation and is presented b y  means o f  a self-instruc. 
tional, automated, audio-visual device. I t  allows the student to proceed a t  his own pace; i ts in i t ia l  phase 
w i l l  no t  require an instructor. The student need only operate the audio.visual device according t o  standard 
instructions and the language material w i l l  be presented to  him In  a manner which theoretically maximizes 
learning. (A  complete review o f  the development o f  the program i s  avai lable i n  : A N  EXPERIMENT IN THE 
TECHNOLOGY OF PROGRAMMING A SECOND LANGUAGE (THAI), FINAL TECHNICAL REPORT, October 15, 
1967, Heidi B. Hughes, Ph.D., lnstitute fo r  Behavioral Research, Inc., 2426 Linden Lane, Silver Spring, 
Maryland, 20910, a copy o f  which is on f i le  i n  the Department o f  Neuropsychiatry, SMRL.) 

Method - The program wi l l  in i t ia l ly  be administered t o  approximately f i ve  subjects t o  test the integrity of 

the equipment, the materials, and the method o f  administration o f  the program. An appropriate environment 
w i l l  be  created fo r  the students using the program, including the development of acoustically satisfactory 

- -  -- booths, which w i l l  prevent unnecessary distraction -and focus the subiect's attention on the audio-v isua 

device. During the same period that the teaching tools are being checked, a set o f  tests w i l l  be developed, 
evaluating overal l  language aptitude, pre-knowledge o f  the Thai language (aural comprehension, reading and 
tona discrimination), achievement o f  Thai language skills at the completion o f  the program, and retention 
of learned material after three months. Wherever possible, language tests developed b y  agencies such as 
the Defense Language lnstitute w i l l  be  util ized; e.g., the Army Language Aptitude Test (ALAT), and the 
Army Language Test (ALT). Resources o f  local agencies involved in  language teaching w i l l  also be exploited 
when appropriate. 

In i ts  second phase, the program wi l l  be administered t o  a population of '  20 volunteers from the 
USA Component, SEAT0 Medical Research Proiect. A l l  subjects w i l l  be pte-tested and interviewed to  evaluate 
non-language contingencies which might possibly alter their responses to  the program. A l l  subjects w i l l  be 
closely observed fo r  dif f icult ies in manipulation o f  the audio-visual device, but w i l l  be al lowed to  proceed 
a t  the i r  own pace, without interruption or  comment. A l l  persons completing the program wi l l  be evaluated 
f o r  acquisit ion o f  language skills immediately and again after three months. Scores on the Army Language 
Test and other available standard tests w i l l  be compared with the performance o f  students who have 

a completed the Defense Language lnstitute and other courses in  the Thai language. 

Data obtained in  the course of this experiment w i l l  be used: 

a. t o  assess the value o f  the program as an effective method o f  teaching the Thai language; 

b. t o  modify the techniques and content o f  the program; 






