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Introduction Dr. Phon Sangsingkeo, consultant t o  the Chief o f  the Clinical Research Center has been devel- 

oping an extensive (approximately f i ve  years) program o f  social psychiatric research. The Department 
o f  N e u r o p ~ y c h i a t r ~  is cooperating with him in  this, and with his permission hopes to  part icipate in several 
proiects within Dr. Phon8s program. The main thrust o f  this work w i l l  be to  develop a program for 
faci l i tat ing the reintegration o f  the chronically ill person af f l ic ted with schizophrenia back into the family 
ir the non- urban community by  supporting appropriate-insti tut ional behaviors that faci l i tate favorable 
community attitudes. This study w i l l  provide basic data about the response o f  the Thai community to  the 
chronically ill schizophrenic member. Such data w i l l  be o f  value in the development o f  a community 
health program relevant to  the needs of the chronically ill and in increasing our understanding of how 
illness and its cure may be influenced by  and influence a wider range o f  human transactions i n  the community. 
The in i t ia l  proiects o f  this program should begin early i n  the next quarter. 

The Spitzer et al., ~ e n t a l  Status Schedule (which records in dig i ta l  form discreet clinical and 
behavioral ~observations) has been translated into Thai and the items have been matched with the English 
original. The translation was done by the Applied Scientific Research Corporation o f  Thailand. An exper- 
ienced Thai psychiatrist, COL Supoch Khwanmitra, corrected and clarif ied the Thai translation. The instru- 
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