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Background and Obiectives Fasciolopsis buski i s  a large trematode which inhabits the small intestine o f  man 

and domestic animals in  several Asian countries including China, Vietnam, Thailand, India and Malaysia. Man 
and animals are  the definit ive hosts, and are infected following the consumption of raw fresh water plants o f  
many species which bear the encysted metacercariae of the fluke. Certain fresh water snails are required as 
intermediate hosts. 

In man, the f luke attaches i tself by a ventra l  sucker to  the intestinal mucosa; i ts  eggs may be 
ident i f ied in  the feces, although they are nearly indistinguishable from those o f  Fasciola hepatica and 

Fasciola gigantica. Worm loads in  man range f rom a single worm to  many hundreds, rarely thousands. 

Def in i t ive diagnosis requires that the adult worm be recovered fol lowing treatment. 

Although numerous textbooks o f  parasitology declare that F. buski causes cl inical illness in man, 
thts poi* not been well  established in recent t imes, especidty in- those individuals wi th less than 
overwhelming worm loads. The obiective o f  the study reported here was t o  determine i f  F. buski infect ion 
is associated w i th  clinical symptoms, faul ty growth and development, or intestinal absorbtion disturbances 
as determined b y  a D-xylose absorption screening test. 

Description The study was performed in  the vi l lage o f  KO KO Tau, Supanburi Province, Thailand. This province 

l ies in  the central plain, the predominate rice-growing area o f  Thailand, and i s  therefore flooded most o f  
the year. The existence o f  F. buski in  this province has been wel l  established for  years through the e f fo r ts  - 
o f  the School o f  Tropical Medicine i n  Bangkok. 

Patients A preliminary survey of the v i l lage was undertaken to  select patients f o r  study. Stool - 
specimens were examined fo r  ova a t  the study site, or alternatively f ixed in  formalin and examined 
several days later i n  Bangkok. The result of this-survay i s  shown i n    able. 1. 














